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Pine Trees - Overused

 Difficult to clean needles,
therefore difficult to plant
plants beneath

* Often planted too close to
walls and other hardscape



Pine Trees — Overused




Privet (Ligustrum species) — Overused

* Almost always challenged ¥ ' W ﬁlﬁlm

by our soils

* Nutrient deficiencies,
typically iron, & other
micronutrients

»»»»»»
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* Typically short lifespans of
health, followed by long,
slow declines



Photinia (Photinia species) — Overused

* Almost always challenged
by our soils

* Nutrient deficiencies,
typically iron, & other
micronutrients

* Typically short lifespans of
health, followed by long,
slow declines



Indian Hawthorne (Rhaphiolepis species) — Overused

e Almost always
challenged by our soils

* Nutrient deficiencies,
typically iron, & other
micronutrients

* Typically short lifespans
of health, followed by
long, slow declines

e Brief flower shows




Washingtonia Palms — Overused

* Fast growing (1-3’/year)
e Often out-grow property

* Messy, especially upon
reaching age to flower

* Do not provide much
shade nor habitat

Redeeming qualities:
* Tend to thrive in our soils
* Drought-tolerant



Washingtonia Palms — Overused

Mexican Fan Palm
(Washingtonia robu




Ash Trees (Fraxinus species) — Overused

* Heavily planted in 80’s &
90’s

* Susceptible to sooty
canker & other diseases

* Not tolerant of turf
conversions & changes
in irrigation

* Do not live long; usually
stressed by middle-age



Star Jasmine (Trachelospermum jasminoides)

* Doesn’t like Southern
Nevada soils, prone to
chlorosis, sparse foliage,
woodiness

 Very fragrant (too fragrant?)
blossoms in spring

* Think of it as a temporary
plant; will need to be
replaced every 3 to 7 years




African Sumac (Rhus lancea) — Overused & Misused

* Mass planted in many
communities

* Susceptible to Verticillium
Wilt

* Cold-sensitive (all were lost in
1990)

* Very messy

* Almost always overwatered
(creates weak wood)

* Perform much better & more
beautiful as multi-trunk trees







Mexican Blue Palm (Brahea armata) - Underused

* Intensely blue or blue-
gray foliage with
beautiful curve and V-
shaped leaves

* Slow-growing, stays in
the landscape

e Tolerant of our soils
* Cold-hardy to ~10°-17° F




Fremont’s Barberry (Mahonia fremontii) — underused

* Almost impossible to find locally
— Mail order and NDF (soon)

* Shrub-tree reaching 10-15’ high,
slow-growing

* \Very drought tolerant
* Cold hardy to 10°-20° F
* Deep blue-green foliage

e Great barrier plant, prickly
leaves



Western Redbud (Cercis occidentalis) — Underused

* Native to Southern Nevada
in canyons & by washes

 Small tree (15-30’ x 15-30’)

e Performs well in our soils,
cold hardy

e Beautiful flower show
before kidney-shaped
foliage emerges

* Needs to be grown in a
protected location



Texas Redbud (Cercis canadensis var. texensis)

* Toughest Redbud choice for the
valley

 Small tree (10-20’ x 10-20’)

e Performs well in our soils, cold
hardy, (sort of) drought-
tolerant

e Beautiful flower show before
heart-shaped foliage emerges

* Needs to be grown in protected
location




Dwarf Ruellia - Underused
(Ruellia brittoniana ’Katie Rosa & Blanca)

* Not invasive like Ruellia N
brittoniana (roots) "

e Grows to ~2’ (tall) x 3’ (wide)
e Slightly cold-sensitive (~25° F)

* Very shade tolerant & small —
great for entryway and other
narrow planters

* Sporadic Petunia-like blooms,
but beautiful in foliage



Small Agaves — Underused

e Agave ‘Blue Glow’

e Agave lophantha
‘Quadricolor’

* Agave victoria-reginae

e Agave murpheyi ‘Rodney’
e Agave parryi ‘Truncata’
e Agave ochahui



Pomegranate (Punica granatum) — Underused

* Perhaps the best-adapted
fruit tree for Southern
Nevada

* 3 color shows — spring
blossoms, summer/fall fruit,
fall foliage display of gold

* Leaf-footed bug (most
common pest) controlled by
diatomaceous earth

* Frequent suckers and
watersprouts best removed
early & completely




Red Push Pistache — Underused
(Pistacia atlantica x integerrima ‘Red Push’)

* Tolerant of our alkaline
soils

* Pest and disease resistant

* Produces adventitious
shoots when over-pruned
(can also protect and
strengthen trunks)

* Tough in conversions,
somewhat drought-
tolerant




Netleaf Hackberry — Underused
(Celtis laevigata v. ‘Reticulata’)

* Very tough and drought
tolerant

* Somewhat awkward in
youth, but unique
architectural form with age

* 30’ x 30’, cold hardy to -20° F
* Interesting trunk texture
 Very long-lived (100+ years)




White Thorn Acacia (Acacia contricta) — Underused

* Native to Nevada, Arizona,
Texas

* Small tree (10-15’ x 10-15’)

* Very drought tolerant, cold
hardy to -10° F

* Clusters of fragrant yellow
puff-ball flowers in spring-
summer

* Looks like a miniature
Mesquite tree

e Difficult to find (special order)



Small Oaks — Underused

* Quercus gambelii, Gambels Oak:
e 15-30’, deciduous

* Quercus turbinella, Scrub Oak
« 8 Hx 12" W, evergreen

* Both are native to Southern
Nevada & drought tolerant > T AN

* Traditional oak-shaped leaves & Lg foared]
acorns & <

* Slow-growing and very long-
lived




Trichocereus hybrid ‘Flying Saucer’— Underused

e Eventually quite large cacti,
sprawling to 8 feet

* Cold hardy to <25° F for long
periods, <20° F for short
periods

* Prefers some shade

e Multi-colored rose-hued
blooms of 6”7+

e Usually multiple blooms
open at once

* Flowers only last 1-2 days ®




Mesquites (Prosopis)
Overused, Misused & Underused
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* Too large for many residential ST A
properties By ';
e Messy, best as background tree  RSEE

e Often require high
maintenance (pruning)

* North American Mesquites are
cold hardy, South American less
SO

* Screwbean Mesquite has
exceptional qualities of seed-
pod & shaggy bark



Hacienda Creeper — Underused
Parthenocissus x ‘Hacienda Creeper’

* Deciduous, but holds | o, e
some leaves until late ERES SN
winter/early spring wa

* Fall color show

e Gives a “woodland” effect
with 5-petalled leaflets

* Self-attaching but not
damaging

* Very tolerant of shade,
but can take quite a bit of
sun




Desert Willow — Underused & Misused
(Chilopsis linearis)

* Long blooming season,
hummingbird attractor, fragrant
foliage and flower

 Somewhat messy, deciduous

* Varieties have varying flower
colors, some size variation

* Native species seems to develop
better form than at least some
developed varieties

* Better form, stronger wood with
less water






Mediterranean Fan Palm — Misused
(Chamaerops humilis)

 Cute little plant to start
with, but...

e Often outgrows its space,
with secondary trunks
spreading plant diameter
to 12+ feet!

e Secondary trunks should
be selected, others
removed

* \Very tolerant of our
climate




Germander — Misused
(Teucrium chamaedrys & Teucrium chamaedrys ‘Prostratum’ )

* Both are tough, durable by |
groundcovers tolerant of our R A T a0 o

I ‘ ¢ f o o~ "’
soils % T TG T
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e ‘Prostratum’ preferred for its PR Ky TR b AU e
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tighter form & more dense LR L R Al AT AR R &
foliage W A PR Ry

* Great foliage, visually soft, rich
green, & horizontal

* Works great against boulders,
succulents, and blues/gray



Autumn Sage (Salvia greggii) — Misused

* Great hummingbird
attractor with LONG
blooming season!

e Often high-maintenance to
look clean

* Touted as a desert plant,
but...

 Performs better with more
water and some shade



Euonymus (Euonymus species) — Misused

e Great shrub-trees, growing
to 15-20’

e Often misused, cut to
hedges/balls & boxes

* Evergreen

* No problem with Southern
Nevada soils

e Dwarf varieties (Winter
Creeper) work well in small
spaces



Mock Orange (Pittosporum tobira) — Misused

* Great shrub-trees, growing
to 15-20’

Often misused, cut to
hedges/balls & boxes

* Evergreen

No problem with Southern
Nevada soils

Mock Orange has fragrant
spring blossoms

e Dwarf varieties work well
in small spaces




Leucophyllum — Misused

* Large species & cultivars
usually planted (6-8’)

* Almost always sheared into
boxes & balls

* Small species available &
often best-suited (3-5’)

Extremely drought tolerant

 Some varieties need lots of
sun (Cup-leaf), others are
less particular

e Hard prune in February can
undo poor pruning choices




Large Agaves — Misused

e Often out-grow their space
(very dangerous)

* Large species (Agave
americana & Agave
weberi) can reach 6-8’ in
spread

« Some species (Agave IR, W S L
americana) can produce NS NN o > gl
lots of vegetative offsets
(pups) — high maintenance

* Susceptible to Agave
Weevils




Large Oaks - Misused

* Quercus virginiana ‘Heritage’, Q.
lobata, Q. ilex

* Many different species of Oaks do
well here

* Slow growing, gangly appearance
in youth

* Long-lived & eventually very large
(50"+)

* Potentially threatening to
hardscapes, but also just overgrow
dimensions of available land

Quercus virginiana ‘Heritage’
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Cacti &
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Thank You for
Coming!
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