
Overused, Underused, and 
Misused Plants &
The Drought Tolerant Garden
With Norm Schilling 





• Difficult to clean needles, 
therefore difficult to plant 
plants beneath

• Often planted too close to 
walls and other hardscape

Pine Trees  - Overused 



Aleppo Pine (Pinus halapensis) Mondel Pine (Pinus eldarica)

Pine Trees – Overused 



Privet (Ligustrum species) – Overused 

• Almost always challenged 
by our soils

• Nutrient deficiencies, 
typically iron, & other 
micronutrients

• Typically short lifespans of 
health, followed by long, 
slow declines



Photinia (Photinia species) – Overused 

• Almost always challenged 
by our soils

• Nutrient deficiencies, 
typically iron, & other 
micronutrients

• Typically short lifespans of 
health, followed by long, 
slow declines



Indian Hawthorne (Rhaphiolepis species) – Overused 

• Almost always 
challenged by our soils

• Nutrient deficiencies, 
typically iron, & other 
micronutrients

• Typically short lifespans 
of health, followed by 
long, slow declines

• Brief flower shows



Washingtonia Palms – Overused  

• Fast growing (1-3’/year)

• Often out-grow property

• Messy, especially upon 
reaching age to flower

• Do not provide much 
shade nor habitat

Redeeming qualities:

• Tend to thrive in our soils

• Drought-tolerant  



Washingtonia Palms – Overused 

Mexican Fan Palm
(Washingtonia robusta)

California Fan Palm
(Washingtonia filifera)



Ash Trees (Fraxinus species) – Overused

• Heavily planted in 80’s & 
90’s

• Susceptible to sooty 
canker & other diseases

• Not tolerant of turf 
conversions & changes 
in irrigation

• Do not live long; usually 
stressed by middle-age



• Doesn’t like Southern 
Nevada soils, prone to 
chlorosis, sparse foliage, 
woodiness

• Very fragrant (too fragrant?) 
blossoms in spring

• Think of it as a temporary 
plant; will need to be 
replaced every 3 to 7 years

Star Jasmine (Trachelospermum jasminoides)



African Sumac (Rhus lancea) – Overused & Misused

• Mass planted in many 
communities

• Susceptible to Verticillium 
Wilt

• Cold-sensitive (all were lost in 
1990)

• Very messy

• Almost always overwatered 
(creates weak wood)

• Perform much better & more 
beautiful as multi-trunk trees





Mexican Blue Palm (Brahea armata) - Underused

• Intensely blue or blue-
gray foliage with 
beautiful curve and V-
shaped leaves

• Slow-growing, stays in 
the landscape

• Tolerant of our soils

• Cold-hardy to ~10-17 F



Fremont’s Barberry (Mahonia fremontii) – Underused 

• Almost impossible to find locally 
– Mail order and NDF (soon)

• Shrub-tree reaching 10-15’ high, 
slow-growing

• Very drought tolerant

• Cold hardy to 10-20 F

• Deep blue-green foliage

• Great barrier plant, prickly 
leaves



Western Redbud (Cercis occidentalis) – Underused

• Native to Southern Nevada 
in canyons & by washes

• Small tree (15-30’ x 15-30’)

• Performs well in our soils, 
cold hardy

• Beautiful flower show 
before kidney-shaped 
foliage emerges

• Needs to be grown in a 
protected location 



Texas Redbud (Cercis canadensis var. texensis)

• Toughest Redbud choice for the 
valley 

• Small tree (10-20’ x 10-20’)

• Performs well in our soils, cold 
hardy, (sort of) drought-
tolerant 

• Beautiful flower show before 
heart-shaped foliage emerges

• Needs to be grown in protected 
location 



Dwarf Ruellia - Underused 
(Ruellia brittoniana ‘Katie,’ ‘Rosa,’ & ‘Blanca’)

• Not invasive like Ruellia
brittoniana (roots)

• Grows to ~2’ (tall) x 3’ (wide)

• Slightly cold-sensitive (~25° F)

• Very shade tolerant & small –
great for entryway and other 
narrow planters

• Sporadic Petunia-like blooms, 
but beautiful in foliage 



Small Agaves – Underused 

• Agave ‘Blue Glow’

• Agave lophantha
‘Quadricolor’

• Agave victoria-reginae

• Agave murpheyi ‘Rodney’

• Agave parryi ‘Truncata’

• Agave ochahui



Pomegranate (Punica granatum) – Underused 

• Perhaps the best-adapted 
fruit tree for Southern 
Nevada

• 3 color shows – spring 
blossoms, summer/fall fruit, 
fall foliage display of gold

• Leaf-footed bug (most 
common pest) controlled by 
diatomaceous earth

• Frequent suckers and 
watersprouts best removed 
early & completely



Red Push Pistache – Underused 
(Pistacia atlantica x integerrima ‘Red Push’)
• Tolerant of our alkaline 

soils

• Pest and disease resistant 

• Produces adventitious 
shoots when over-pruned 
(can also protect and 
strengthen trunks)

• Tough in conversions, 
somewhat drought-
tolerant



Netleaf Hackberry – Underused 
(Celtis laevigata v. ‘Reticulata’)

• Very tough and drought 
tolerant

• Somewhat awkward in 
youth, but unique 
architectural form with age

• 30’ x 30’, cold hardy to -20° F

• Interesting trunk texture

• Very long-lived (100+ years)



White Thorn Acacia (Acacia contricta) – Underused

• Native to Nevada, Arizona, 
Texas

• Small tree (10-15’ x 10-15’) 

• Very drought tolerant, cold 
hardy to -10° F

• Clusters of fragrant yellow 
puff-ball flowers in spring-
summer

• Looks like a miniature 
Mesquite tree

• Difficult to find (special order)



Small Oaks – Underused 

• Quercus gambelii, Gambels Oak:
• 15-30’, deciduous

• Quercus turbinella, Scrub Oak
• 8’ H x 12’ W, evergreen

• Both are native to Southern 
Nevada & drought tolerant

• Traditional oak-shaped leaves & 
acorns

• Slow-growing and very long-
lived



Trichocereus hybrid ‘Flying Saucer’ – Underused 

• Eventually quite large cacti, 
sprawling to 8 feet 

• Cold hardy to <25° F for long 
periods, <20° F for short 
periods

• Prefers some shade 

• Multi-colored rose-hued 
blooms of 6”+

• Usually multiple blooms 
open at once

• Flowers only last 1-2 days 



Mesquites (Prosopis) 
Overused, Misused & Underused
• Too large for many residential 

properties

• Messy, best as background tree

• Often require high 
maintenance (pruning)

• North American Mesquites are 
cold hardy, South American less 
so

• Screwbean Mesquite has 
exceptional qualities of seed-
pod & shaggy bark



Hacienda Creeper – Underused
Parthenocissus x ‘Hacienda Creeper’

• Deciduous, but holds 
some leaves until late 
winter/early spring

• Fall color show

• Gives a “woodland” effect 
with 5-petalled leaflets

• Self-attaching but not 
damaging

• Very tolerant of shade, 
but can take quite a bit of 
sun



Desert Willow – Underused & Misused
(Chilopsis linearis)
• Long blooming season, 

hummingbird attractor, fragrant 
foliage and flower

• Somewhat messy, deciduous

• Varieties have varying flower 
colors, some size variation

• Native species seems to develop 
better form than at least some 
developed varieties

• Better form, stronger wood with 
less water





Mediterranean Fan Palm – Misused
(Chamaerops humilis)
• Cute little plant to start 

with, but…

• Often outgrows its space, 
with secondary trunks 
spreading plant diameter 
to 12+ feet!

• Secondary trunks should 
be selected, others 
removed

• Very tolerant of our 
climate



Germander – Misused 
(Teucrium chamaedrys & Teucrium chamaedrys ‘Prostratum’ )

• Both are tough, durable 
groundcovers tolerant of our 
soils

• ‘Prostratum’ preferred for its 
tighter form & more dense 
foliage

• Great foliage, visually soft, rich 
green, & horizontal

• Works great against boulders, 
succulents, and blues/grays



Autumn Sage (Salvia greggii) – Misused

• Great hummingbird 
attractor with LONG 
blooming season!

• Often high-maintenance to 
look clean 

• Touted as a desert plant, 
but…

• Performs better with more 
water and some shade



Euonymus (Euonymus species) – Misused 

• Great shrub-trees, growing 
to 15-20’

• Often misused, cut to 
hedges/balls & boxes

• Evergreen

• No problem with Southern 
Nevada soils

• Dwarf varieties (Winter 
Creeper) work well in small 
spaces



Mock Orange (Pittosporum tobira) – Misused 

• Great shrub-trees, growing 
to 15-20’

• Often misused, cut to 
hedges/balls & boxes

• Evergreen

• No problem with Southern 
Nevada soils

• Mock Orange has fragrant 
spring blossoms

• Dwarf varieties work well 
in small spaces



Leucophyllum – Misused 

• Large species & cultivars 
usually planted (6-8’)

• Almost always sheared into 
boxes & balls

• Small species available & 
often best-suited (3-5’)

• Extremely drought tolerant

• Some varieties need lots of 
sun (Cup-leaf), others are 
less particular

• Hard prune in February can 
undo poor pruning choices 



Large Agaves – Misused 

• Often out-grow their space 
(very dangerous)

• Large species (Agave 
americana & Agave 
weberi) can reach 6-8’ in 
spread

• Some species (Agave 
americana) can produce 
lots of vegetative offsets 
(pups) – high maintenance

• Susceptible to Agave 
Weevils 



Large Oaks - Misused

• Quercus virginiana ‘Heritage’, Q. 
lobata, Q. ilex

• Many different species of Oaks do 
well here

• Slow growing, gangly appearance 
in youth

• Long-lived & eventually very large 
(50’+)

• Potentially threatening to 
hardscapes, but also just overgrow 
dimensions of available land

Quercus virginiana ‘Heritage’
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Golden Dyssodia  
Thymophylla pentachaeta 

 

Size: 
6” to 1’ tall x 1’ to 2’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous:  
Semi-Deciduous 

Hardiness:  
0 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Very low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring –Fall, sometimes Winter 

 

General: This little perennial blooms spring to fall with masses of 
tiny, golden, daisy-like flowers.  Although individual plants are 
relatively short-lived (just 2-4 years), it reseeds itself quite easily, but 
can be easily removed and thus never becomes a weed problem.  Its 
finely divided foliage is a bright green, and smells wonderful when 
touched. 
 

Designer: It is an excellent plant for butterfly gardens, as it attracts 
adult butterflies and provides food and nectar for larvae. Its ability to 
reseed allows it to appear in unexpected locations, including areas 
without irrigation. Looks great as a secondary under-planting against 
larger, bold plants such as Agaves. Plants that don’t receive irrigation 
sometimes bloom all winter. 
 

Maintenance: It gets a bit ragged looking in winter, but can be 
sheared or cut back in early spring. 
                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blackfoot Daisy 
Melampodium leucanthum 

 

Size: 
12” tall x 15-18” wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun, reflected heat, part 
shade 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Deciduous  

Hardiness:  
-20 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring – Fall  

 

General: Blackfoot Daisy is a low, bushy, mounded perennial. The 
small (1 inch) white daisy flowers have yellow centers, and cover the 
small mound of foliage during the bloom season. These honey-
scented flower heads arise just slightly above the foliage giving a nice 
tight form.  The plant itself has narrow medium green to grey-green 
leaves. The stems are quite brittle, so it is not suited to high traffic 
areas.  
 

Designer: Blackfoot Daisy has a natural place in meadow, woodland, 
rock, and xeriscape gardens alike. The flowers attract butterflies, and 
leave behind a star-like seed pod.  
 

Maintenance: Plant Blackfoot Daisy in full sun, well-drained soil, 
and be careful not to over water. It is reported to be deer resistant. 

 

 
 

   



Angelita Daisy 
Tetraneuris acaulis 

 
Size: 
Up to 12” tall x  15-18” wide 

Exposure: 
 Full sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen  

Hardiness:  
 -20 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
 Low 

Bloom Period: 
Off and on throughout the year, 
with heaviest show in spring 
  

 

General:   A native of the dry, rocky slopes of the southwest, the 
Angelita daisy is a reliable source of color during most of the year.  The 
evergreen foliage appears as a tuft of grass when not in bloom, with 
cheery yellow flowers on 6”-12” stalks throughout the seasons.  
 

Designer:  Use groupings of Angelita daisies in informal landscapes 
for a soft, natural feel.   
 

Maintenance:  Expect these little plants to reseed fairly readily. 
Remove unwanted plants and deadhead old blooms for a neater 
appearance.  

 

  
 

 



Spreading Fleabane 
Erigeron divergens 

 
Size: 
Up to 1’ tall x  2’ wide 

Exposure: 
 Full sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous:  
Perennial  

Hardiness:  
 -10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
 Low 

Bloom Period: 
 Spring/Summer 

 

General: A native of the Mojave desert, spreading fleabane is a fast-
growing, short-lived perennial that reseeds readily and is at its best in 
hot, dry climates. A carpet of white flowers with hints of pink and 
lavender appear in the late spring and early summer, serving as an 
attractant to the Buckeye butterfly.  
 

Designer: This compact plant is ideal for any garden where space 
and water are limited, but sunlight is not. Since they tend to reseed, 
this makes a great groundcover for more natural gardens and 
landscapes.   
 

Maintenance:  Spreading fleabane is very low-maintenance. 
Deadhead spent blooms to encourage new flowers and cut back in 
winter if the plant becomes rangy.  

 

 
 

 



Shrubs



Creosote Bush 
Larrea tridentata 

 
Size: 
3-10’ tall x 3-10’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun, reflected heat 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
5 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Very low  

Bloom Period: 
Spring, sporadically throughout 
year 

 

General: Larrea tridentata is an open, vase-shaped shrub native to 
our Mojave Desert to 5000 feet. Leaves are distinctive, tiny, usually 
yellow-green to medium green, and and aromatic after rainfall. Small, 
solitary, yellow blooms appear in spring and sporadically throughout 
the year, followed by fuzzy, round, pea-sized seed capsules.  
 

Designer: Creosote Bush makes an attractive hedge or border, as 
well as a specimen plant in the natural or xeriscape garden. 
Attractiveness may be a matter of personal opinion, as the plant does 
not display showy foliage or flowers.  
 

Maintenance: None required.  

 

 



Arizona Rosewood 
Vauquelinia californica 

 

Size: 
15’ tall x 10’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun, partial shade 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
-10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

General: This slow-growing small tree or large shrub has 4” leaves with 
toothed margins, dark green on the top and paler gray on the underside. 
Creamy white flower clusters in the spring give way to woody seed pods 
that last throughout the year.       
 

Designer: The contrast of the dark green foliage against the silver 
trunk is a stunning characteristic of this tree. Its dense canopy and 
evergreen nature, along with its size, makes this tree an excellent choice 
for screening the edges of a property, especially where there are 
adjoining two-story buildings. This is a low-litter tree. 
 

Maintenance: Can be grown as a large shrub, or single or multi-
trunked tree.  As with all trees, it should always be pruned thoughtfully. 
No pest or disease problems have been noted or observed. 

 

 



Desert Milkweed 
Asclepias subulata 

 
Size: 
Up to 4’ tall x 4’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun, reflected heat 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
25 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring to Fall 

 

General: Desert Milkweed occurs in dry washes and on rocky slopes 
below 3,000 feet in the far Southwest. Leafless, gray-green 
herbaceous stems grow erect from a central cluster up to 4’ tall and 
wide. Pale creamy yellow flowers appear in terminal clusters 
intermittently from spring until fall. The blooms attract butterflies 
and hawk moths to the garden. Pairs of ornamental, horn-shaped 
seed pods follow the bloom season.  
 

Designer: This clean plant is ideal for use around swimming pools, 
as an accent plant, to attract butterflies, or in revegetation projects.  
 

Maintenance: None. Performs best with good drainage.  

 

 



Apache Plume 
Fallugia paradoxa 

 

Size: 
4-5’ tall x 4-6’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun to partial shade 

Evergreen/Deciduous:  
Semi-Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
-30 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low, extra in Summer 

Bloom Period: 
April – October 

 

General: This hearty native of the Mojave desert can take both the 
heat and cold. Blooming from April to October, it has beautiful white 
flowers, followed by fun feather-like seed heads. 
 

Designer: This is a super plant for streetscapes and hot, exposed 
locations. The seed heads are very airy and give the plant a very soft 
textural appearance. They also capture sunlight beautifully and 
radiate with a soft pinkish hue. 
 

Maintenance: Low. Cut back in winter if needed. Hand prune only, 
do not shear. 
 

 

 
 

  



Golden Eye 
Viguieria parishii 

 
Size: 
Up to 4’ tall x 4’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun  

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
15 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Summer – Fall  

 

General: Native to much of the Southwest and into Mexico, 
Viguieria parishii is a tough evergreen perennial perfect for the 
water-wise landscape in Las Vegas.  Goldeneye grows rapidly to form 
a dense round mound to about 4 feet in all directions. Foliage is 
triangular, bright green, slightly glossy, and has a rough texture. The 
bright green leaves provide an interesting contrast with the grayish-
white stems. In the spring yellow daisy-like flowers rise above the 
foliage.   
 

Designer: Goldeneye is a fragrant butterfly plant suited for dry rock 
gardens, as an accent plant, in a border, or a raised bed. It has a nice 
naturalizing effect in any xeriscape garden.  
 

Maintenance: Low. It may be cut back in later winter to maintain a 
more dense and compact form. 

 

 
 

   

 



Brittle Bush 
Encelia farinosa 

 
Size: 
Up to 4’ tall x 4’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun, reflected heat 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
15 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

 

General: Encelia farinosa is a fast-growing, rounded, mounding, 
almost herbaceous shrub native to the sandy and gravelly soils of the 
southwestern U.S. and Mexico. Leaves are lance or ovate shaped, and 
sport a gorgeous gray color throughout the year. These large gray 
leaves create a stunning backdrop for the bright yellow daisy-like 
flowers appearing primarily in the spring and sporadically throughout 
the year in response to rainfall.  
 

Designer: Looking for some silver in the garden? Brittlebush makes 
the perfect choice! Planted primarily for its silvery hue and abundant 
bloom season, Brittlebush is also useful for revegitation projects, 
xeriscape gardens, medians and parking lots, streetscapes, perennial 
beds, and borders.  
 

Maintenance: Cut back in fall to rejuvenate. Remove spent seed 
heads if desired. Be careful not to overwater, as Brittlebush has a 
tendency to rot out or become short-lived. The leaves are a favorite of 
aphids, lacebugs and flea beetles. 
 

 
 

     



Jojoba 
Simmondsia chinensis 

 
Size: 
Up to 8’ tall x 10’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen  

Hardiness:  
15 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

 

General: Best-known for the oil extracted from its fruit, Jojoba is a 
dense shrub that can survive in extreme heat and cold on very low 
water requirements. Inconspicuous yellow flowers in the spring 
precede the nuts which produce the oil and can prove to be a draw to 
wildlife.  
 

Designer: Use Jojoba to create a tall, dense and extremely drought-
tolerant hedge. This shrub will also fit nicely in any wildlife or desert 
garden. 
 

Maintenance:  Jojoba is naturally a slow grower. Regular water for 
the first couple of years will help it to become established and can 
speed growth. Once established, reduce frequency of water and prune 
to shape.  

 

  
 

 



Globe Mallow 
Sphaeralcea ambigua 

 
Size: 
Up to 3’ tall x 3’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full Sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
-10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring/occasionally fall 

 

General: This tough Mojave desert native plant is very common in 
wilderness and even reseeds itself readily in disturbed soils. Flowers 
are usually orange but varieties exist with more reddish colors.  Heavy 
blooming occurs in spring and sometimes a second flower show 
occurs in fall.  Foliage is gray-green, soft and fuzzy.  Globe Mallow has 
a rather relaxed sprawling form. 
 

Designer: Gray foliage adds softness, while the flowers radiate 
beautifully in sunlight. 
 

Maintenance:  Low. After blooming, flower stalks remain and look 
woody and rangy.  The plant may then be cut back to about 6-12”.  
Very drought tolerant once established. 

 

 
 

  



Cacti & 

Succulents



Blue Yucca 
Yucca rigida 

 
Size: 
Up to 12’ tall x 5’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full Sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen  

Hardiness:  
-10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

 

General: A native of northern Mexico and the American southwest, 
the blue yucca is a striking addition to any garden. It’s forgiving of 
poor soils and can tolerate a wide range of temperatures, but does 
prefer good drainage and deep, infrequent soaks of water. Large, 
cream-colored flower stalks make this plant a show-stopper in the 
spring. 
 

Designer: This plant offers a unique silhouette, especially once 
mature. Use it to create a focal point or to provide a structural element 
in the landscape. 
 

Maintenance:  Plant high in well-drained soil. The yuccas need little 
maintenance as a general rule, but they will look their best with an 
occasional watering during the hottest months of the year.  

  



Parry’s Agave  
Agave parryi v. parryi 

 
Size: 
Up to 2’ tall x 2’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun to partial shade 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
-20 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Once at end of lifespan 

 
General: Parry’s Agave is a small agave native to central Arizona into 
New Mexico and Mexico. In contrast to other subspecies of Agave 
parryi, Agave parryi v. parryi produces larger leaves and rosettes. 
The compact, nearly round rosettes consist of gray-green lanceolate 
leaves 7 to 20 inches in length.  Leaf margins are covered with dark 
brown teeth, as well as a stout, yet sharp, spine on the tip.  A single 
specimen eventually forms colonies of many offsets. As with most 
agaves, the mother plant will die after flowering but her offsets (pups) 
will live on.  
 

Designer: Makes a nice accent to any xeriscape with its stunning 
gray leaves and form.   
 

Maintenance: Low. Treat once or twice per year for the agave borer 
weevil with Bayer Tree and Shrub Insecticide, Merit Insecticide, or 
equivalent (active ingredient: Imidacloprid). Treatment should occur 
in mid-April to mid-May. If a 2nd treatment is desired, it should occur 
in September.  One treatment is believed to provide adequate 
protection, but the 2nd may be applied for added security.  Agave borer 
weevil larvae can eat the root system of this plant and by the time the 
damage is noticeable, it is too late. The symptoms show as the outer 
leaves laying close to the ground while the center rosette of leaves 
stays upright, leaving a gap in between. 
 

 

 

 

 



Brakelights Red Yucca 
Hesperaloe parviflora ‘Brakelights’ 

 
Size: 
Foliage to 2’ tall x 2’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun to partial shade, 
reflected heat  

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
-20 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring – Summer 

 

General: Brakelights Red Yucca is one of the most carefree and 
tough desert plants, and is essentially a more compact Red Yucca. It 
produces long-lasting flower spikes with vibrant, brakelight-red 
blossoms throughout the summer.  Leaves are medium sage-green, 
long, thin and reminiscent of blades of grass, but more fleshy. This 
plant is a new addition from Mountain States Wholesale Nursery.  
 
Designer: Brakelights Red Yucca’s flowers are a hummingbird 
magnet: they seem to love ‘em!  It is a great plant to use just outside a 
window with a view, so you can watch as hummingbirds come to take 
nourishment. Flowers last quite a long time, but late in the season can 
get to looking scraggly.  If allowed to do so, flowers are followed by 
large seedpods filled with viable black seeds. It is tough enough to also 
be a great container plant and is a clean choice for pool areas. 
 
Maintenance: Remove old flower stalks. Leaves slowly die off and 
when they do so can be removed easily by grasping, tugging and 
wiggling the foliage in question.  If it is ready to come off it will do so 
easily. 
 

 



Weber’s Agave 
Agave weberi 

 

 Size: 
Up to 7’ tall x 6-10’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun, part shade 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Flowers at maturity  

 
General: As there do not appear to be any specimens left in the wild, 
this medium to large agave is often only seen in cultivation. Long, 
fleshy leaves are grey-green with fine teeth along the margins, and a 
sharp black terminal spine. Yellow flowers appear on a 15 foot 
branched flower spike when the plant reaches maturity.  
 

Designer: Though similar in size and appearance, Weber’s Agave 
offers a more upright form than the popular Agave americana, or 
Century Plant. Weber’s Agave makes a superb accent plant in any 
xeriscape garden. A variegated variety called Arizona Star is 
sometimes available. 
 

Maintenance: Low. Yellowing of the foliage may indicate heat stress 
and a need for more water. Treat once or twice per year for the agave 
borer weevil with Bayer Tree and Shrub Insecticide, Merit Insecticide, 
or equivalent (active ingredient: Imidacloprid). Treatment should 
occur in mid-April to mid-May. If a 2nd treatment is desired, it should 
occur in September. One treatment is believed to provide adequate 
protection, but the 2nd may be applied for added security.  Agave borer 
weevil larvae can eat the root system of this plant and by the time the 
damage is noticeable, it is too late. The symptoms show as the outer 
leaves laying close to the ground while the center rosette of leaves 
stays upright, leaving a gap in between.  



Desert Spoon 
Dasylirion wheeleri 

 
Size: 
Up to 5’ tall x 6’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen  

Hardiness:  
0 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Summer 

 

General: A slow-growing native of the deserts of the United States 
and Mexico, the Desert Spoon is one of the most durable accent plants 
for low-water gardens. Most often it has a single trunk of blue-green 
leaves with spikes along the edges, though occasionally a specimen 
will develop multiple trunks.  
 

Designer: The Desert Spoon can serve as a space filler, a deterrent 
or a structural element in the garden.   
 

Maintenance: Little maintenance required. Deep, infrequent water 
and good drainage are preferred. The 15’ flower stalk that appears in 
the summer months can be cut before or after it opens without harm 
to the plant.  

 

 

 
 

 



Trees



Silver Leafed Texas Mountain Laurel 
Sophora secundiflora ‘Silver Peso’or ‘Sierra Silver’ 

 

Size: 
15’tall x 15’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

 
General: Silver Leafed Texas Mountain Laurel is very similar to the 
Texas Mountain Laurel, but has much more silvery grey leaves.  The 
flower show lasts for 3 or 4 weeks in early spring with beautiful 
Wisteria-like purple flowers. The flowers are scented, which some say 
smells like grape bubble gum. The plant develops undulating seed 
pods that start out fuzzy and silver and turn tan. Seeds are bright red 
and are reputed to be poisonous, but are contained in a very strong 
pod, and are also said to have a very tough seed coat that allows it to 
pass through without causing illness. 
 

Designer: Its grey foliage is a great contrast for green plants. It can 
be grown as either a tree or a shrub, and is beautifully adorned with 
hanging purple flowers. 
 

Maintenance: Low. Prune as desired, leaving low foliage to grow as 
a shrub, or removing low foliage and branches to grow as a tree. The 
green variety of this plant gets a caterpillar which can do a lot of 
damage, but we’ve not yet seen it on the Sierra Silver or Silver Peso. If 
caterpillars are seen, they can be controlled through the application 
of BT, a naturally-occurring bacterium that affects only caterpillars 
and is readily available through nurseries. If caterpillars are present, 
applications once every three weeks seem to suffice to control the 
problem, until no caterpillars or new damage is seen. 
 

 

 



Screwbean Mesquite 
Prosopis pubescens  

 
Size: 
Up to 40’ tall x 40’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full Sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous:  
Deciduous 

Hardiness:  
10-15 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Late spring/Early summer 

 

General: The screwbean mesquite is native to Sonoran and 
Chihuahuan deserts of the American southwest. It features a broad 
canopy and small, deep green leaves that can offer filtered shade 
across a large area. Like many of the mesquites, this tree has thorns 
that provides wildlife with a safe place to spend time throughout the 
year.  Flowers in the late spring precede the edible seedpods for which 
the screwbean mesquite is named.  
 

Designer: A great choice for larger yards in need of fast shade. The 
seedpods provide stay on the tree throughout the summer and fall to 
provide months of visual interest.  
 

Maintenance: As with any of the mesquites, litter can be an issue. 
Formative pruning and appropriate watering is important for the 
long-term health and appearance of the tree. Once established, deep-
water only a few times a year.  
 

          

   



Mulga 
Acacia aneura 

 

Size: 
Up to 18’ tall x 14’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun 

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
15 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

 

General: This small tree is native to the Great Sandy desert of 
Australia. It loves lots of hot sun and poor soils, and thrives with little 
additional irrigation. Distinct gray-green leaves complement the 
brownish-red bark. The flower show of yellow blossoms is continuous 
throughout the spring and summer. This thornless tree has a 
naturally upright form that is uncommon in most desert trees. It is 
one of the most cold-hardy of all the acacias. 
 

Designer: Excellent choice for small yards and side yards with full 
sun exposure. This is the cleanest of all the acacias.  
 

Maintenance: As with all trees, it should always be pruned 
thoughtfully, especially in youth. No pest or disease problems have 
been noted or observed. It is sensitive to overwatering and prefers 
well drained soils. If overwatered the leaves become sparse and 
chlorotic (yellow due to a decreased amount of chlorophyll). To help 
it drain well in heavy soils, plant the tree slightly above grade (~2-4”). 
As it matures (1-3 years), slowly remove all irrigation except for that 
needed by under plantings (plants growing under canopy and 
nearby). 
 

 



Little Leaf Ash 
Fraxinus greggii 

 
Size: 
Up to 18’ tall x 15’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun, Part shade 

Evergreen/Deciduous:  
Semi-Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low to moderate 

Bloom Period: 
Spring, Inconspicuous 

 

General: Native to west Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona at 
elevations ranging from 1,200 to 6,000 feet, this large shrub or small 
tree can be found growing along arroyos and canyons. Foliage is 
bright green and fine textured, creating a beautiful contrast with its 
smooth gray bark. New growth appears in the spring just as the old 
leaves are shedding, making this deciduous tree virtually evergreen.  
 

Designer: This tree works well as a patio or accent tree, near pools, 
and grows well in large containers if given adequate irrigation. 
 

Maintenance: Prune to small, multi-trunked tree form, if desired. 
Requires good drainage. Amount of irrigation will determine growth 
rate.  

 

 



Cat Claw Acacia 
Acacia greggii 

 
Size: 
Up to 15’ tall x 20’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun  

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Deciduous 

Hardiness:  
0 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low, Drought tolerant  

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

 

General: Catclaw Acacia is a woody perennial, growing slowly to 
form a gnarled, multi-trunked large shrub or small tree. If left 
unpruned it develops dense thickets. Its twisted and tangled branches 
are covered with curved thorns resembling a cat’s claw. Foliage is 
small, gray-green and doubly pinnate. Rod-shaped, fragrant, cream-
colored flowers occur in abundance in the spring. Native to much of 
the Southwest, this tough, drought tolerant plant is native to alkaline 
rocky hillsides and sandy desert flats less than 5000 feet in elevation. 
 

Designer: Acacia greggii is best-suited for use as a small residential 
tree, revegetation projects, or as a wildlife resource. The fragrant 
flowers are highly attractive to bees, and the bean-like pods are a 
favorite of quail. It is most often planted for its interesting form and 
character. Due to thorny branches, keep this plant away from 
walkways and foot traffic.  
 

Maintenance: Low. Occasional pruning improves form. Pod 
cleanup may be necessary.  
 

 
 

    



Scrub Oak  
Quercus turbinella 

 
Size: 
8’ tall x 12’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun  

Evergreen/Deciduous: 
Evergreen 

Hardiness:  
-10 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring  

 

General: Native from California into west Texas at elevations from 
3500 to 6000 feet, this evergreen shrub is dense, with a mounding 
form wider than tall. Small, slender acorns ripen in the summer, 
providing food for wildlife. The oval leaves are small, leathery, and 
gray-blue with sharply toothed margins. 
 

Designer: Scrub Oaks are known for their long life, strength and 
majestic beauty. Highly branching and thicket forming, the bark is 
gray, fissured, and scaly. Its name, 'turbinella', means 'like a little top', 
referring to the narrow oblong shape of the 1-inch acorn. 
 

Maintenance: As with all trees, it should always be pruned 
thoughtfully.  With this species good development of structure and 
form is especially critical in youth.  No pest or disease problems have 
been noted or observed. 

 

 

 



Desert Olive 
Forestiera neomexicana 

 
Size: 
Up to 18’ tall x 12’ wide 

Exposure: 
Full sun/Partial shade 

Evergreen/Deciduous:  
Deciduous 

Hardiness:  
0 degrees F. 

Water Needs: 
Low 

Bloom Period: 
Spring 

 

General: Fast growing shrub or small tree from southwest U.S. that 
is very drought-tolerant once established. The female tree produces 
bluish-black berries that are favored by the birds, making this an 
excellent selection for a habitat garden.  
 

Designer:  The brilliant yellow fall foliage and the lovely white bark 
of the New Mexico olive provides visual interest throughout the cold 
months. Grow as a dense shrub or prune into a multi-trunk tree for 
tighter spaces. 
 

Maintenance: Provide regular wter for the first year, then reduce to 
deep and infrequent soaks. This tree is exceptionally forgiving of poor 
soils and is resistant to many pests and diseases, so maintenance on 
the New Mexico olive is typically low.  

 

 
 

    
 

 

 



Thank You for 
Coming!

Put a plant where it 
wants to be, give it 

room to grow and then 
drink wine.

-Norm Schilling


